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Timeline: The Penn State Scandal 
 
On June 22, 2012, Jerry Sandusky, a former defensive coordinator for the Penn State 
football team, was convicted of sexually assaulting 10 boys, completing the downfall of 
a onetime local hero. All of his victims were children from disadvantaged homes whom 
Sandusky, using his access to the university’s vaunted football program, had 
befriended and then repeatedly violated. Sandusky, who had worked with needy 
children through his Second Mile foundation, was prominent both in the college 
football world and in the university’s community. The legendary Penn State coach Joe 
Paterno was fired after the scandal. 
 
 

1969 Jerry Sandusky, a starting defensive end at Penn State under 
Coach Rip Engle from 1963 to 1965, joins Joe Paterno’s coaching 
staff as the defensive line coach. 

1977 Sandusky establishes the Second Mile, a foundation to help 
needy children. The organization plans activities and programs 
for the children. 
 

1994 A boy identified as Victim 7 in the grand jury report meets 
Sandusky through the Second Mile at about the age of 10.  
 

1994-1995 A boy identified as Victim 6 meets Sandusky at a picnic put on 
by the Second Mile when he is 7 or 8. 
 

1995-1996 Victim 5 meets Sandusky through the Second Mile when he is 7 
or 8. 
 

1996-1997 Victim 4 meets Sandusky through the Second Mile when he is 12 
or 13.  
 

1996-1998 Victim 5 is taken by Sandusky to the locker rooms and showers 
at Penn State. He was 8 to 10 years old. 
 

Jan. 1, 1998 
 

Victim 4 is listed as a member of the Sandusky family party for 
the 1998 Outback Bowl. 
 

May 3, 1998 Victim 6 is assaulted in the locker rooms and showers at Penn 
State when he is 11. His mother reports that Sandusky showered 

with her son to university police.  
 

May 4-30, 1998 University vice president Gary C. Schultz is informed. His notes 
of that date say: “Behavior — at best inappriate @ worst sexual 
improprieties.” He also notes, “Is this opening of pandora’s box?” 
and “Other children?” 
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 During the course of the investigation, police listen in on a 
conversation between the mother and Sandusky, who admits to 
showering with the boy, and says: “I was wrong. I wish I could get 
forgiveness. I know I won’t get it from you. I wish I were dead.” 
 

 University police chief Harmon emails Schultz: “We’re going to 
hold off on making any crime log entry. At this point I can justify 
that decision because of the lack of clear evidence of a crime.” 
 

 Tim Curley, the athletic director, notifies Schultz that he has told 
Penn State Coach Joe Paterno about the incident, and later 
emails: “Anything new in this department? Coach is anxious to 
know where it stands.” Paterno maintained before his death that 
he didn't know about the incident. 

 

June 1998 A university police detective and a state public welfare 
caseworker interview Sandusky, who admits hugging victim 6 in 
the shower, but says there was nothing "sexual about it." He says 
he has done this with other children. District Attorney Ray Gricar 
decides there will be no criminal charges.  
 

May 1999 Paterno informs Sandusky at a meeting that he will not become 
the team’s next head coach. Victim 4 later testifies that Sandusky 
appeared emotionally upset after the meeting and that he was 
told by Sandusky to not tell anyone about the meeting.  
 

Summer, 1999 Curley says Paterno gives Sandusky an option to stay on as an 
assistant, but Sandusky proposes instead running a middle 
school football camp, and finding "ways to continue to work with 
young people through Penn State." The university agrees to "work 
collaboratively" with Sandusky on Second Mile, and gives him 
free lifetime use of the East Area Locker Room. 
 

July 1999 Victim 3 is assaulted in the athletic department's building and 
other places several times from July through December 2001. 
 

Dec. 28, 1999 Victim 4 is listed as a member of the Sandusky family party at 
the 1999 Alamo Bowl, Sandusky’s final game as defensive 
coordinator. Sandusky is said to have threatened to send the boy 

home after the child resists sexual advances. Sandusky 
reportedly tells the boy that he can walk on the field with Penn 
State’s football team. The boy is in a photograph with Sandusky 
that appears in Sports Illustrated. 
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Fall 2000 Jim Calhoun, a janitor, finds Sandusky in the showers of the 
football building performing oral sex on a boy pinned against a 
wall. The boy is identified as Victim 8 in the grand jury report. 
Neither the janitor nor a fellow employee he told about the 
incident made a report because, according to prosecutors, they 
were worried about their job security. The janitor’s supervisor, 
who also was informed, did not file a report either. 
 

Feb. 9, 2001 Mike McQueary, a graduate assistant, enters a Penn State locker 
room and hears “rhythmic, slapping sounds” that he believes are 
related to sexual activity. He later says under oath that he sees 
Sandusky raping a boy who appears to be 10 years old. He leaves 
and meets with his father and decides to report the incident to 
Paterno, according to prosecutors. 

 

Feb. 10, 2001 The next morning, McQueary reports what he saw to Paterno. 
Paterno tells him: “you did what you had to do. It’s my job now to 
figure out what we want to do.” Before he died, Paterno insisted 
McQueary did not tell him of the extent of the assault that 
McQueary said he witnessed, only that McQueary had seen 
something inappropriate involving Sandusky and a child. 
 

Feb. 11, 2001 Paterno reports the incident to Schultz and university president 
Graham B. Spanier on Sunday because he did not "want to 
interfere with their weekends." 
 

Feb. 25, 2001 Schultz, Spanier and Tim Curley, the athletic director, decide to 
report the shower incident to the state Department of Public 
Welfare. 
 

Feb. 27, 2001 Curley informs Shultz and Spanier that he has changed his mind 
after “talking it over with Joe” Paterno. Instead of reporting the 
incident, he says they should offer Sandusky “professional help” 
and tell him to stop bringing guests to the locker room. Spanier 
worries that if Sandusky continues, “we then become vulnerable 
for not having reported it,” before agreeing the approach is 
“humane.” They do not report the incident. 
 

March 5, 2001 Curley tells Sandusky the university is “uncomfortable” with the 

incident, and will report it to his foundation. He also tells 
Sandusky to stop bringing children to the athletic facilities. 
Sandusky offers to give Curley the boy’s name, but Curley did not 
want to know, according to Sandusky’s counsel. McQueary is 
never questioned by police. 
 

August 2001 Sandusky assaults Victim 5 in the shower at Penn State. 
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Sept. 21, 2001 The university sells a parcel of land to Second Mile without any 
disclosure from officials to the Board of Trustees about the 
Sandusky events. Schultz approves a press release praising 
Sandusky's work with Second Mile. 
 

2005-2006 Sandusky meets the boy identified as Victim 1 through the 
Second Mile. He is 11 or 12 years old. 
 

April 2005 Ray Gricar, the former district attorney who chose not to 
prosecute Sandusky in 1998, disappears. The circumstances are 
murky: his car is found abandoned, his laptop is recovered 
months later in a river without a hard drive and his body is never 
found. 
 

Spring 2008 Victim 1 is now a freshman in a Clinton County high school. His 
mother calls the school to report a sexual assault, and Sandusky, 
who was a volunteer coach at the school, is barred from the 
school district. The matter is reported to the authorities. 
 

Early 2009 An investigation by the Pennsylvania attorney general begins. 
Victim 1 tells the authorities that Sandusky has inappropriately 
touched him several times over a four-year period. A grand jury 
subpoenas university documents in 2010, but no one tells the 
Board of Trustees of the university's potential complicity. 
 

September 2010 Sandusky steps down from the Second Mile, saying he wants to 
spend more time with his family and to handle personal matters. 
 

Winter 2011 The grand jury summons Schultz, Spanier, Curley and Paterno to 
testify in its investigation. On Mar. 31, a newspaper reports their 
appearance. No report is ever made to the university's Board of 
Trustees about the events. 
 

May 11, 2011 A trustee who has read the newspaper article inquires about the 
investigation, and at the May 11 meeting, Spanier briefs trustees 
but does not raise the issue of its impact on the university. The 
board takes no action to investigate further. 
 

Nov. 5, 2011 Sandusky is arrested on charges of sexually abusing eight boys 

over a 15-year period. He is arraigned and released on $100,000 
bail after being charged with 40 counts. 
 

 Curley and Schultz are charged with perjury and failure to report 
what they knew of the allegations. 
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Nov. 7, 2011 Penn State announces Curley and Schultz will step down. Curley 
will take an administrative leave to defend himself against 
perjury charges, and Schultz will retire. 
 

Nov. 9, 2011 Joe Paterno announces he plans to retire at the end of the 
football season, but the statement is apparently released without 
the approval of the university’s Board of Trustees. 
 

 Later in the day the board fires Paterno and the university’s 
president. The Department of Education says it will investigate 
the university’s handling of the abuse allegations. 
 

Nov. 13, 2011 Jack Raykovitz, the chief executive of the Second Mile for 28 
years, resigns. Raykovitz’s failure to do more to stop Sandusky 

had been a focal point of criticism. 
 

Nov. 14, 2011 Sandusky makes his first extended public comments since his 
arrest. In a phone interview with Bob Costas that is broadcast on 
the television program “Rock Center,” Sandusky says he is 
innocent of the charges against him and declares that he is not a 
pedophile. He did say, “I shouldn’t have showered with those 
kids.” 
 

Nov. 18, 2011 The Second Mile is preparing to fold as it tries to reconstruct 
what it knew, and did, about any suspicions or allegations 
against Sandusky over the years.  
 

Dec. 1, 2011 A lawsuit by Victim 4, which was meant to prevent Second Mile 
from transferring its assets, is settled. The charity will notify the 
Pennsylvania attorney general and seek court approval before the 
transfer of assets or before closing the charity. 
 

Jan. 22, 2012 Joe Paterno dies in State College, Pa. He was 85. The cause was 
lung cancer. 
 

June 11, 2012 Prosecutors open their sexual abuse case against Jerry 
Sandusky, who is charged with more than 50 criminal counts of 
abusing 10 boys over a number of years.  
 

June 21, 2012 Lawyers for one of Jerry Sandusky's adopted children, Matt 
Sandusky, say that he had been abused by Sandusky and had 
offered to testify in the case. No details are given why prosecutors 
did not call Matt Sandusky to testify. 
 

June 22, 2012 Jerry Sandusky is convicted of sexually abusing 10 boys. He was 
found guilty of 45 of the 48 counts against him.  
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July 12, 2012 Louis J. Freeh, the former federal judge and director of the F.B.I., 
releases his report after leading an independent investigation of 
the scandal. The report accuses Paterno, the university’s former 
president and others of deliberately hiding facts about 
Sandusky’s sexually predatory behavior. 
 

July 22, 2012 The bronze statue of Joe Paterno located outside of Beaver 
Stadium is removed because it would be a “recurring wound to 
the multitude of individuals across the nation and beyond who 
have been the victims of child abuse,” according to Rodney 
Erickson, the university's president. 
 

July 23, 2012 The N.C.A.A. fines Penn State $60 million, bans the football team 
from postseason play for four years, reduces scholarships for four 

years, and vacates the university's football victories from 1998-
2011. 

 


